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BY. THE REV. RICHARD HARRISON, , 
f — 4. 


CHAPLAIN TO HIS LORDSHIP, 


l - 
» 
2 
— —— — — 
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In one reſpect it was acknowledged the Chur chwas in danger: 5 
there was an evil ſpirit, and a virulent temper, ſpread among the 
clergy: there were many indecent ſermons, preached on public 
occaſions. — Theſe were dangers, created by thoſe very men 
who filled the nation with this outcry againſt imaginary ones; 
while their own conduct produced real — threatening dangers. 


BURNET. OWN TIMES, v. iv. p. 135. 


He who ſpeaks againſt the falſe opinions they ſcatter, conſiders 
not 28 and their aim, which is to dazzle the ſtupid, and 


ſtupify the wiſe. | | 
W LITE oF BARON Tack, v. ul. p. 67. 
| _— | 
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EXAMINATION 
er 
Mr. HARRISON's SERMON, Kc. 


* 


IN A LETTER TO AN ATHANASIAN CHRISTIAN. 


DEAR SIRs 


I AM highly indebted to you for the extraor- 
dinary ſpecimen of pulpit eloquence and argu- 
mentation, which you communicated to me the 
other day, in Mr. Harriſon's ſermon, before the 
Lord Mayor, on the firſt Sunday in Trinity term. 
You wiſh me to conſider, with an -attention its 
ſubject demands, a performance which has; I per- 
ceive, its weight with you; and to put down in 
writing, for our mutual edification, the objections 
that occur to me againſt what has been advanced 
by this popular preacher, I cannot help confeſ- 
fing, that, in my judgment, the beſt way to 


confute ſuch an harangue, would be to print a 
great number of copies, and circulate them as 
extenſively as 2 l For the common ſenſe of 

B mankind, 


* 


(2) 


mankind, if they would but give themſelves the 


trouble to reflect and underſtand what they read, 


would recoil at the contradictions thus preſented 
to them; and renounce a doctrine that admitted 
no better defence. There is one circumſtance, 
however, in your laſt communication, which 
gives me infinite ſatisfaction : though you firmly 
embrace the creed, you wiſh' not to adopt the prac- 
tice, inculcated in the diſcourſe. Notwithſtand- 
ing you ſuppoſe me to hold opinions which your 
admired teacher repeatedly brands with the title of 
profane and impious*, and againſt which he as often 
calls for the exertions of the civil power ; yet you 
write to me with your wonted cordiality and 
affection, and would, I flatter myſelf, drop a tear, 
were you informed of my being convicted upon 
the ftatute of William and Mary in this world, 
and doomed without doubt to periſh everlaſtingly 
in the next. You know not what ſpirit you are 
of. Conſiſtently with your preacher's inſtructions, 


vou ſhould abhor me as an enemy of God and man; 


as a ſubverter of the church of Chriſt; and con- 
ſequently of the civil government, with which 
it is, in theſe kingdoms, connected. You ſhould 


have pronounced my ſentence, 


, 'Thou ſhalt live, an in terdicted wretch, 
All rights of nature cancelPd—"? 

and 

MEE ſhall,” ſays Mr. Harriſon, enter the lifts againſt 
theſe prophane, theſe ſcornful, unbelievers,” p. 2. As the 
Socinians impiouſly aſſert.” p. 5. As a modern ſkeptic has 
impiouſly dared to affirm,” p. 15, 16. © Thoſe ?mpious mor- 
tals who diveſt the .great author and founder of our faith of 


his divinity.” Harriſon's ſermon before the Lord Mayor, 
on the firſt Sunday in Eaſter Term, p. 9. | 


2 „ 
and when thine earthly exiſtence is at an end, thou. 
ſhalt inevitably be condemned to © eternal death, in 
the goſpel ſenſe of it, which is a /ife in eternal mi- 
ſery .“ But we are daily ſenſible that the under- 
\ ſtanding and humanity of our fellow creatures 
teach them, in fact, to regulate their conduct in 
a manner far more evangelical, than would reſult 
from the principles, they, under the name of 
chriſtianity, profeſs; and that if any individual 
| were to act in ſociety, according to the inferences 
he might fairly deduce from the articles, canons, - 
and liturgies of eſtabliſhed churches, he would, 
like Iſhmael, be a wild man; his hand againſt 
every man, and every man's hand againſt him.” 
The preacher propoſes to direct his attempts 
againſt | | 
Thoſe daring, and (with concern, ſays he, I 


mention it) at preſent but too numerous and fa- 
ſhionable, adverſaries, who endeavour to deſtroy the 


chief corner-ſtone thereof, the church, by diveſting 


the great author and founder of our faith, and 
creator of all things, of bis divinity, and reducing 
. him to. the condition of a creature only, With the 
powerful weapons of our ſacred charter in my hands, 
T fhall enter the liſts againſt theſe prophane, theſe 
ſcornful, unbelievers, and endeavour, with the apoſtle, 
to prove, that, without. controverſy, great is the 
« myſtery of godlineſs, God was manifeſt in the 
© fleſh.” + And then, © whether it be right in the 
| RE, 5 + Sight. 
t Harriſon's ſermon at the election of a Lord Mayor, 1788, 
3 . | 
+ 1 Tim. iii. 16. Mr. Harriſon's text. 
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Sight of Cod, to hearken unto men, more than unto 


Cod, judge ye.“ p. 1, 2. 


Having announced his action, Mr. Harriſon 


_ apologizes for the difficulty of the ſubject; and 


aſſerts, that the doctrine he maintains, is to be 
found in ſcripture: : | 


F 


T; bat God himſelf ſhould deſcend on earth to recon- 


cile rebellious man to his offended maker ; that un- 


bounded immenſity ſbould be circumſcribed in the womb 


of a virgin; that eternity ſhould be born; that he, 


who created heaven and earth, ſhould lie expoſed in 


a manger ; that there ſhould be at the - ſame time a 
finite and mortal man, and an infinite and immortal 
God, ſubſtantially united in the ſame perſon, and 
dwelling upon this habitable earth—are ſuch great, 
without controverſy great, and incomprehenſible myſ- 
teries, that we may as well pretend to mete out heaven 
with a ſpan, as fully to apprehend them. p. 2. 


Had Mr. Harriſon aſſerted that ſome of theſe 
poſitions were the moſt inconceivable abſurdities, 
and the reſt, the groſſeſt contradictions in terms 


that could be pronounced by the tongue of man, 


he would have ſpoken truly. What can we 
think of the infinite, immortal, omnipreſent God, 
deſcending from heaven to earth, to reconcile 
man; that had rebelled againſt him, to his of- 
fended ſelf; to indure the ſcoffs, indignities, and 
death on the croſs, inflicted on him by the of- 
fenders; to appeaſe his own wrath, fatisfy his 


own juſtice, and manifeſt his own abhorrence of 


fin What can we think of the Cr ator of hea- 
ven and earth, lying expoſed in a manger ? 
What can be an injurious and derogatory repre- 
ſentation of the Almighty, what can be pro- 


perly 


(5) 


perly blaſphemy, if this be not? Can there be a 
| ſtronger contradiction in terms, than immenſity, 
which admits no bounds, limited, and circum- 
ſcribed, within the womb of a virgin ?, Eter- 
- nity, or an eternal being, born; a circumſtance 
which implies both a time of his birth, and a 
time previous to it? How is it poſſible that the 
infinite, immortal God, who is one intelligent 
being, and a finite Mortal man, who is another 
intelligent being, ſhould be ſubſtantially united 
in the ſame perſon, 1. e. ſo as ſtill to make only 
one intelligent being? The author of this para- 
graph, if he ever indulge himſelf in poetical 
flights, may be ſuppoſed capable of writing ſome- 
thing equal to the following air, in a much ap- 
. ann, intitled Redemption, Part lll. 


7 Oh! the magnitude of meekneſs ! 
Worth from worth immortal ſprung ! 
% Oh! the ſtrength of infant weakneſs, 


TT If eternal is ſo young ! 155 
San Pſalms. 


Theſe aſſertions our preacher may, if he pleaſes, 
call great and incomprehenſible myſteries; but 
no one who knows the ſcriptural ſenſe of that 
word, will attend to him the more on that ac- 
count. Myſtery ſignifies, in holy writ, a fecret ; | 
which ceaſes to be myſterious, the moment it is 
diſcloſed. There are no myſteries mentioned by 
the apoſtles and evangeliſts, but ſuch as are at 
the ſame time ſaid to be revealed and made known. 
Of this kind are the deſigns of God, which re- 
lated to the call of the gentiles: the change that 
will take place in thoſe true diſciples, who ſhall 


be alive upon earth at Chriſt's ſecand coming. 


The plan the Almighty intended to purſue, an 
Ws and other 1 important occaſions, was a myſ- 
* „ tery; 
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tery ; was hidden from the wiſe and prudent of 
former ages ; but is now explained and made ma- 
nifeſt, by the declarations of our Lord and his 


apoſtles. (See Rom. xvi. 25. 1 Cor. xv. 51.) 


That myſtery, in ſcripture, ever ſignifies a dark 
ſentence, an inexplicable doctrine, has never yet 


been proved. 
— 


But, though we cannot fully apprehend theſe im- 
portant truths, yet we ought chearfully to yield our 
aſſent to them, becauſe we find them clearly revealed 


in the ſacred writings. p. 2. 


1 will not ſtay to argue, that ſuch doctrines 28 
theſe muſt invalidate the credit of any revelation, 
received upon tradition, which indiſputably con- 


tains them. For no human teſtimony can be ſuf- 


ficient to procure our aſſent to propoſitions ſo pal- 


| \ pably contradictory to common ſenſe, I will meet 


my opponent on his own ground; and flatly deny 
that we find any ſuch poſitions, either clearly or 
obſcurely revealed in the ſacred writings, He 


produces his proofs : I will examine them one by 


one. 

Were we engaged in the peruſal of any ancient 
e among thoſe we ſtile profane, ſhould it 
happen that the received interpretation of any par- 
ticular paſſage implied no leſs than that the vene- 


rable ſage had been guilty of writing abſolute 


x nonſenſe ; this circumſtance alone would convince 


us, that he had been miſunderſtood ; and that it 
was neceſſary, in candour, to try "whether his 
words were not capable of a different meaning, 
We ſhould be tempted to admit any harſhneſs of 
conſtruction, or boldneſs of figure, rather than 
acquieſce in what it is inconceivable any man in 
his ſound . ſhould utter. Why ſhould 

not 


"© 7.) 

not the ſacred writers be favoured with a ſimilar 
indulgence ? and why ſhould it be thought impiety 
to queſtion the orthodox expoſition, when this 
ſtrong preſumption lies againſt it, that it exhibits 
the author upon whom we comment, as dictating 
abſurd impoſſibilities? With this difficulty the 
explanation, given by Mr. Harriſon of the text 
he aſſumes, has to ſtruggle. So replete with ab- 
ſurdity is the doctrine he would make it ſupport, 
that no man, who underſtands what he is ſpeaking, 
if a different one could be met with, would adopt 
it. God was manifeſt in the fleſh :* i. e. accor- 
ding to him, the perſon who appeared on earth, 
in a human form, and under rhe name of Jeſus 
Chriſt, was God himſelf. Jehovah, whom the 
heaven of heavens cannot contain, was confined 
in the womb of a woman, and limited under a 
human body—whom no man hath ſeen, or can 
ſee, was made manifeſt, and ſeen, and handled 
by men—who only hath immortality, died on a 
_ croſs. Any interpretation the words will bear muſt 
be preferable to this. I will produce you one, 
countenanced by the whole tenour of the ſacred 
writings. * And, without controverſy, great is 
the myſtery of godlineſs: God was manifeſt in 
the fleſh'—that is, The divine Being interpoſed 
his wiſdom and power were communicated to a 
man *, and exerted by him. The Almighty was 
manifeſt, not by himſelf immediately, but by the 
inſtrumentality of a creature, his meſſenger, by 
whom he did miracles, and ſigns, and wonders, 


But alas! the ſons of reaſon will not allow to 
faith its proper work; having drank deep of the 
| : B 4 S.ͤscinian, 


Fes Ggnifies man as mortal- If xl. 5,6, Adds i, 17. 
Rom. iii. 20. Gal. ii, 16. See Col. ii. 1. 
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Socinian, or Unitarian ftream (for the affinity is PTY 
dent, however ſubtle the modern diſtinction may be, 
they will not believe what they cannot comprehend, | 
they will not allow that * without controverſy great is 
the myſtery of mms 6 God was . eff in 1 
Helo. P. 3. 


If by theſe * of reaſon we are to a | 
rational. chriſtians, T am acquainted with none but 


7 1 


ſuch as do allow to faith its proper work. They 


receive every thing they are perſuaded comes from 
God, and is revealed in ſcripture. They allow 
that © Great is the myſtery of godlineſs ; ; and that 
God was manifeſt in the fleſh;* though they do 
not interpret that paſſage exactly according to the 
prevailing opinion. With reſpect to the affinity 
between the Socinian and Unitarian ſtream, there 
are two points, not indeed of a very ſubtle and 
metaphyſical nature, in which Socinus differs from 
the Unitarians, and has the honour to reſemble 
the orthodox of the preſent day. Theſe are, his 
worſhipping Chriſt, and his readineſs to perſecute 
thoſe who would not, in the perſons of N 
and Palœologus-. 


Of the Unitarians we are farther told, that 


Reaſoning with themſelves, but not arigbt, they 
aſſert that our Redeemer was but à precarious 
being; depending as much on the will of God as 
any other creature, and conſequently himſelf but 
a creature. p. 3. 


Whether they reaſon right or wrong, they ima- 
gine they have their lord on their ſide, who tells 
them, I do nothing of myſelf: but as my Father 
chath taught me, I ſpeak theſe things.” (John viii. 
28. V. 19, 30.) As he is * called, by 

——— | himſelf 


7 


/ ' 


1 
himſelf and his apoſtles, even after his aſcenſion, 
a man, they conclude him to be a creature : yet 
ſtill ſo far ſuperior to any other creature; as the 
Almighty empowered him to do works which none 
other man, at that time, did, (John xv. 24.) and 
hath now, * exalted him far above all principali- 
** ties, and powers, and every name that is named.” 


But how abſurdly muſt the great apoſtle here have 
ſaid, without controverſy great is the myſtery of 
godlineſs, God was manifeſt in the fleſh, if our Sa- 
viour was mere man? That a man may be born of 
human parents, is ſo far from being an inconceivable 
myſtery, that it is the moſt ſelf-evident and obvious 
truth that can be propoſed to the underſtanding, and 
can only be rendered obſcure by pretending to give an 
explanation of it; and no explanation of it can ſerve the 
Socinian ſcheme, without making the apoſtle ſpeak thus 
ridiculouſly, © without controverſy, great is the my- 
ftery of godhineſs, human nature was manifeſted in 
the fleſh.” p. 3. e 


No anſwer can be given to this paragraph, but 

by an appeal to yourſelf, my friend, whether the 
explanation I have offered, The deity, his at- 
tributes of wiſdom and power, were diſplayed by 
the inſtrumentality of a man, ' be the ſame with 
that which is here fathered upon the Socinians, 
Human nature was manifeſted in the fleſh*—by 
an appeal, whether I fix an abſurd meaning on 
the apoſtle's words, when J aſſert, that our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, by whom God did many miracles, 

and brought to paſs the important plan of re- 
demption, was, except in what related to his ex- 
traordinary commiſſion, mere eb and blood, a 
mere man. Does the term myſtery, in this place 
relate to the incarnation of God, or his aſſuming 
the human nature into the divine; or to the birth 
* - of 
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of Jeſus? Does it not refer to the goſpel, as a 
{ſcheme for the promotion of godlineſs and virtue, 
of which Timothy was a miniſter ; which had been 
long kept ſecret in the counſels of Providence, 
but was now diſcloſed? * 1 ſpeak as unto, wiſe 


— — 
* 


men; judge ye what I ſay.“ 


But IT ſhall not reſt this important truth only upon 
the paſſage of ſcripture before us, but proceed to 
ſhew from ſeveral other places of ſacred writ :— 

1/t. The divinity of our Saviour pre-exiſtent to his 
humanity. | I £5 

2d. The reality of his human nature, and his af- + 
fuming it into the divine, which be bad with the 
Father from all eternity. 

3d. That the ſcheme of man's redemption could 
Stand conſiſtently only upon this great foundation; 


that Feſus Chriſt was God and man.. p. 3, 4. 


Our preacher's proofs of his firſt point, are as 
follows: | ; e ; 


* 1 ſaw the Lord, ſays Iſaiah, upon a throne, 
* high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple ; 


and above it ſtood the ſeraphims, and one cried unto 


© another, and ſaid, Holy, boly, holy, is the Lord 


© of Hoſts, —the whole earth is full of bis glory :* 


And that our ſaviour is here intended, we find in 
John, the 12th and 41ft where the Evangeliſt is con- 
feſſedly ſpeaking of him, and pointing out the amazing 
infidelity and judicial blindneſs of the Fews, by a 


quotation from that prophet : * He bath blinded their 
© eyes, and hardened their hearts, that they ſhould 


© not ſee with their eyes, nor underſtand with their 
© hearts, and be converted, and I fhould heal them. 
Theſe things, ſaid Iſaiah, when he ſaw his glory, and 


. ſpake of | bim. T his 7s 4 clear proof of the divinity 
| EE : 


( xx ) 8 
of Chriſt, pre- exiſtent to his humanity. An holy” 
evangeliſt affirms, if the words of an inſpired evan- 
geliſt have any weight, that he, whom Iſaiah ſaw . 
encompaſſed with ſeraphims, and worſhipped by them 
as moſt holy, —was Chriſt, —conſequently he was the 
eternal God, for ſuch acclamations belong to none but 
the great Fehovah, God bleſſed for evermore. p. 4, 
* f ; 15 


What the evangeliſt affirms, is, not that he 
whom Iſaiah ſaw, encompaſſed with ſeraphiins, 
and worſhipped by them as moſt holy, was Chriſt; 
but that the prophet, when he uttered the verſe 
St. John has quoted, ſaw the glory of Chriſt, and 
fpake of him. He ſaw, i. e. he foreſaw, his glory, 
as Abraham ſaw Chriſt's day; and Daniel ſaw the 


ſon of man coming in the clouds; an event that. 


had not happened before his crucifixion. But what 
is underſtood by Chriſt's glory? Is it the ſplendor 
of thedivine appearance in the temple; or theglory, 
of which (it is {aid by the ſeraphims) the whole earth 
is full? No! theſe are expreſsly aſcribed to Je- 

hovah, the Lord of Hoſts : and it is a plain aſ- 
| ſumption of the point we ought to prove, to ſay 
that they are either of them attributed by John to 
Chriſt; or that Jehovah and Chriſt are the ſame 
being. What then is the glory of Chriſt which 
Haiah ſaw? It bears no reference to the ſplendor 
of the viſion; or to the honour accruing to the 


- Almighty, as creator of the earth: but (as is in- 


- timated in the words cited by the evangeliſt, that 
they ſhould not---be converted, and I ſhould heal 
them, ) it is the glory our Lord would in after 
times derive from being appointed, in the deter- 
minate foreknowledge of God, the inſtrument to 
convert and heal mankind, and ſave a remnant of 
the Jews from being inveſted with the power of 
VVĩ -» | working 


* 


1 


working miracles for that purpoſe—from the ad- 
mirable virtue with which he executed his com- 
miſſion from the ſplendid 3 to which he 
ſhould in conſequence attain. Any thing, in 
which a man may pride himſelf, is called his 
glory; a title by which David denominates his 
tongue, his power of praiſing God; and St. Paul 
calls the wife, the glory f. her huſband. Chriſt's 
glory therefore here means nothing but his mi- 
niſtry; by which, glory would be aſcribed to 
God, in the higheſt and firſt degree; and to him- 
ſelf, in the ſecond place, as the ſervant of the 
Almighty, in whom he was well pleaſed. This 
was what Iſaiah ſaw, as deſtined to come to paſs, 
in an age poſterior to his own, Nothing, that 
can be urged from this paſſage, prevents our af- 
firming, that Chriſt did not exiſt when Iſaiah 
propheſied ; and that the appellation moſt holy be- 
longs, excluſively of him, to Jehoyah, God bleſed 


for eyermore. 


15 | St. Paul writes, that our Saviour took not on him 5 
_ "8 © the nature of angels, but took upon him the ſeed of 


150 * Abraham.” Here is an undeniable argument of the 

1108 eternal divinity of Chriſt before his appearing in the | 
1 fleſh ;, for he, in whoſe free choice it was to take upon | 
ma - bim eitherof thoſe two natures—that of angels, or that 

N 6, men, —muſt neceſſarily have been a perſon exiſting 

|| HBefore he made that choice; and alſo of a different na- 


ure from either of thoſe two natures,—one of "which 
1 bie was pleaſed, in the ſulneſs of time, to take into his 
| | own. It is evident then, that he could not be a man 


610601 | 

0 only, as the Socinians impiouſiy aſſert; nor even 
1 one of the higheſt rank of angels, as the Arians, though 
00 with more ſeeming honour to our Saviour's perſon, yet 


RL with equal repugnancy to his word and doftrine, af- 
. firm: He muſt then be God, there being no third 
0 nature 


„„ 
nature befides the divine that cont be a ſcribed 40 
bim. P. 5. 


I 


Before he advanced this argument, Mr. Har- 
riſon ſnould have apprized his hearers of the 
ſandy foundation on which it is built. If we 
turn, in our Bible, to Heb. ii. 16. we ſhall find 
the words, on which alone it is eſtabliſhed, (the 
nature of) printed in Italics, as not read in the 
original; and ſupplied merely by the judgment, 
or the prejudice, of the tranſlators. Had he dealt 
fainly, he ſhould have acknowledged that other 
divines, not leſs learned than himſelf, had given 
different expoſitions of the paſſage. One of which 


is, © For verily he (Chriſt) took not hold of (fo 


as to aſſiſt by his mediation) angels, but he took 
hold of the ſeed of Abraham, i. e. men: the beings 
he undertook to ſuccour, were not angels, but 
men,” Another interpretation he might have pro- 
duced : In the preceding verſe the apoſtle ſays, 
« Foraſmuch then as the children are partakers of 
fleſh and blood, he alſo himſelf likewiſe took part 
[was a partaker] of the ſame; that, through death, . 
he might deſtroy him that had the power of death, 
that is, the devil; and deliver them who, through 
fear of death, were all their life-time ſubject to 
bondage. Ver. 16. For verily 11 [the fear of 
death] taketh not hold of angels, but taketh 
hold of the ſeed of Abraham.“ Chriſt therefore, 
as it was neceſſary for him to die, muſt have been 
a man, (which is meant by he ſeed of Abraham), 
and could not be an angel; on whom death, or 
the fear of it, could take no hold. According 
to theſe expoſitions, the apoſtle ſays nothing of 
Ido natures, out of which Chriſt was to take his 
choice; and of his exiſtence previous to that 
choice, Mr. Harriſon ought to have informed 

his 
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his venerable auditors, that the text he quoted. 
was of much too diſputable interpretation, for the 
eſtabliſhment of 225 doctrine he wiſhed it to ſup⸗ 


port. 


Hie proceeds 


Accordingly he who (the apoſtle ſays) took upon 


bim the ſeed of Abraham, tells us of himſelf, * before 


Abraham was I am. I am; declaring hereby, not 
only his exiſtence, but his 7 ence; — not only that he 
was, but what he was; no other than the Lord 


Febovab, —he whoſe Annen Ene name is I am; 


as he himſelf ſpake to Moſes, I am hath » me ants 
You. p. 5. 


Here our preacher avails himſelf of two inac- 
curate tranſlations ; the one of Exodus 111. 14. 
the other of John viii. 58. It is well known 
to the learned, that in the former paſſage, the li- 
teral verſion of the Original words is, I will be, 
aht I will be. In the preceding verſe, Moſes 


ſaid unto God, Behold when I come unto the 


children of Iſrael, and ſhall ſay unto them, The 
God of yaur fathers has ſent me unto you, and 
they ſhall ſay to me, What is his name? What 
ſhall I fay unto them?“ In anſwer to this, God 
ſaid unto Moſes, I will be, what I will be.” Stay 
not to enquire my name: I will ſhew you who I 


am, by the miracles I will enable you to perform: 


I will convince you that I am the Lord of Na- 
ture, and your deliverer. { will be with thee.” 
ver. 12. Miracles were wrought by the hand of 
Moſes, to ſhew that there was none like unto 
the Lord his God, (Exod, viii. 10.)—that the 
earth is the Lord's (ix. 29.)—that I am Jehovah - 
(x. 2.) In the latter part of the verſe we read, 

not the incommunicable name, Jam, but = 


will 
| 


8 
will be, (i. e. your deliverer from Egypt) hath 
| ſent me unto you.“ We may ſafely then deny, 
that this paſſage of ſcripture repreſents the Al- 
mighty as taking the phraſe, Jam, for his pro- 
per incommunicable name ; but entitles himſelf 
in the future, I will be, merely with reference 
to what he deſigned to atchieve, in favour of the 
oppreſſed Iſraelites. - In like manner, John vii. 
58. ought to have been tranſlated, © I am he; 
1. e. the Meſſiah, the Son of God, that ſhould 
come into the world; as the words are indeed 
rendered in the ſame chapter, ver. 24, 28. The 
meaning is, without any alluſion to the above 
communication between God and Moſes, © I am 
he that was appointed to come into the world, in 
the determinate foreknowledge of God, before 
Abraham was born.“ The plan of the redemption 
was ſettled, the lamb. was ſlain, the goſpel was 
ordained, grace was given, chriſtians were choſen, 
in the divine preſcience, from the foundation 
of the world *. Juſt as, in the old Teſtament, 
( Iſa. xlv. 1.) Jehovah is repreſented as having, 
anointed, and ſpoken to, Cyrus, and held him 
faſt by the right hand, before he was born. (Ver. 
56.) © Your father Abraham rejoiced to ſee my 
day, (the time in which the Almighty determined 
to ſend me) © and he ſaw it, and was glad.” The 
Jews, to ridicule what they could not confute, 
anſwered, Thou art not yet fifty years old, and 
haſt thou ſeen Abraham ?* Jeſus never intimated 
that he had: his aſſertion was very different. He 
therefore only declares, © Before Abraham was, I 
am, (he whoſe day was to be ſeen, whoſe coming 
was ordained.) Chriſt exiſted before Abraham, 
| | Ke Pi? | A il 


dee Rev. xiii, 8. 1 Cor. ii, 7. 2 Tim. i. 9. Eph. i. 4. 
2 Theſſ. ii. 13. 1 Pet. i. 20. ; : ; | 
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8 
in FE ſame ſenſe that his day exiſted, when Abra⸗ 
ham faw it—in the preſcience of God. Mr. 
Harriſon's argument leans on two ſupports, and 
if either of them be invalid, as I imagine them 


both, muſt fall ts the grouad. 


It is written in the fr chapter of the ae 7 
St. Jobn, that the Word was God. and that, that 
* Word was made Ps. P. 6. 


But it has never yet been proved, that where 
ever the term the Word occurs, there we muſt 
underſtand Chriſt, the ſecond perſon of the tri- 
nity, a third part of the indiviſible godhead. 


Here it undoubtedly means, the divine wiſdom *, 


that attribute of God perſonified, by which he 
created and governs all things. By the word of 
the Lord were the heavens made; and all the hoſt 
of them by the breath of his mouth; he ſpake, 
and it was done; he commanded, and it ſtood 
faſt. And it muſt be obſerved, that the text in 
queſtion aſſerts, as poſitively as language can do, 
that the Word was not Chriſt, but God. It is 
true indeed that Jeſus is ſometimes called the 
word, wiſdom, power, of God, as being one per- 


ſon among many, and the chief of them, that 


have been commiſſioned to diſplay thoſe divine 
perfections. He was peculiarly inſpired with that 
wiſdom, and inveſted with that power: but it does 
not follow that the converſe of that propoſition 
is true; that the Word of God invariably denotes 
Jeſus Chriſt. It already appears in what ſenſe 
the Word was made fleſh. The wiſdom and 


power of God were beſtowed on fleſh, i. e. on a 


man, who was actuated by them alone, and "le 
-..>- Wi 


j 


* Proverbs viii. 22—31. 
Ho 


iin!!! WW OW YO 


* 


- 


TS). 


fole bulineſs it was to diſplay them. The word 


of God became the leading principle of Jeſus ; 


| and, as the mind is the man, might be called the 


man himſelf. This text by no means countenances 
the hypotheſis of an union between the divine and 
human natures. If literally interpreted, according 
to the orthodox idea, it muſt ſignify, that the 


_ whole of the deity, that is, a third part of him, 


did not aſſume; but was converted, or tranſub- 
ſtantiated, into fleſh, as the water at the marriage 
feaſt in Cana, was not mixed with, but changed 
into wine; © 


The Redeemer hi mſelf tells tls, that © be and the 
Father are one; that he rame forth from the Fa- 
tber; and, © what, if ye ſhall ſee the ſon of man 


aſcend up where he was before? p. 6: 


In what ſenſe (John x. 30.) our Lord ſays; 1 
and my Father are one, will appear if we read 
the foregoing verſe; * My Father which gave 
theni me (my ſheep) 1s greater than all; and 
none is able to pluck them out of my Father's 
hand.” In this reſpe& my Father and J are one; 
that he gave me my ſheep, and will ſecure me in 
the poſſeſſion of them—he will enable me to be- 
ſtow on them eternal life. However the gowers of 
this world might pluck them out of my hand, 
yet my Father, who is greater than all; and a 
Fortiori, than myſelf; will not ſuffer me to be 
deprived : and it is the fame thing whether 


He or I retain them, (John xvii. 10:) The unity 


between God and Chriſt; is of the fame nature 
with that between Paul and Apollos; (1 Cor: iii. 
8.) hot of ſubſtance, but of intereſts and deſigns: 


: In this ſenſe our r wg to God, that all 


_ © thoſe. 
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© thoſe whom. thou haſt given me, may be one, 
as we are. (John xvii. 11) 

When Chriſt tells us he came forth from the 
Father, he mans, not that he had any prior ex- 
iſtence with him, or quitted the heavenly re- 
gions to deſcend upon earth, but that he received 
a public commiſſion from him. The phraſe is 
equivalent to being ſent from God, as John was. 
© That coming from God, and coming forth from 


© God, was well underſtood by the Jews, as ſigni- 


* fying nothing more than being a prophet of 
© God, is demonſtrated (ſays an eminent writer) 
© by that declaration of Nicodemus, (John iii. 2.) 
© We know that thou art a teacher come from 
© God; for no man can do theſe miracles which 
© thou doeſt, except God be with him. Obſerve, 
© this learned jewiſh ruler believed Jeſus to come 
from God, to be a prophet, though he was not 

W 4-* convinced he was» their great promifed 
* prophet, the Chriſt, the Meſſiah. 1 

What and if ye ſhall ſee the ſon of man W Bats 1 
© up where he was before? This alludes to the 
viſion recorded by Daniel, (vii. 13.) when he ſaw 
one like the ſon of man, coming in the clouds of 
heaven, to whom was given dominion. What, 


- fays our Lord, would. ye ſay, were ye to behold. 


me aſcending up into heaven, where Daniel ſaw 
the repreſentation deſigned to prefigure me ? This 
was the ſignal prediction on which the Jews ex- 
pected their Meſſiah, as about to come in the 
clouds of heaven: and here our Lord applies it 
to himſelf, without aſſerting that he exiſted a day 


before his birth of Mary. It was in prophetic 


viſion only, that Daniel beheld him. | 
Some writers are of opinion, that © where he 
was before, relates to Chriſt's having been figu- 
ratively in heaven, to receive inſtructions, and a. 
commiſſion 


. 


„„ 
commiſſion from his Father; as Paul was; in 
imagination, caught up into the third heaven. 


Hlear alſo that ſolemn addreſs of Criſt Juſt before | 


bis paſſion : And now, O Father, glorify me with 


thine own ſelf, with the glory which I had with thee - 
before the world was.” p. 6. N 
Here is a prayer to the ſupreme deity, which; 
even if Mr. Harriſon's interpretation be admitted; 
proves not that Chriſt was the moſt high God; 
but that he pre-exiſted only; and that, not from 
all eternity, but prior only to the creation of the 
world. But the true meaning appears to be this: 
Our Lord was going to his Father; (John xvii. 
II. 13.) he therefore ſupplicates, And now, 
O Father, glorify. thou me with thine own ſelf, 
in thy manſion, at thy.own right hand, with the 
glory which I had with thee,” in thy contempla- 
tion *, © before the world was.“ In the 22d verſe 
Jeſus proceeds, © and the glory which thou gaveſt 
me, I have given them.“ Whence it is plain that 
he had not yet poſſeſſed it; elſe why did he pray 
for it; and, as the reward of his ſervices? We ſee 
likewiſe that he himſelf had given, promiſed it, 
to his diſciples, in the ſame ſenſe the Father had 
given it him. All which ſhews, that -he had at 
that time received it, only in the foreknowledge 
of God, | EIS „ 
oy 2 | Aud 


* © With thee” will bear the ſenſe 1 have here affixed to 
it, and does not neceſſarily imply in the company of. Luke 
1. 30. where the ſame prepoſition is uſed, © Thou haſt found 
favour with,” in the breaſt of, God.“ Acts xxvi. 8. 
incredible with you,” in your judgment. See alſo Wiſdom - 
ix. 10. in the greek. Though this criticiſm is not material 
to the argument, yet I think it actually expreſſed by St. 


John, how Chriſt had glory before the world was : viz. in 
the breaſt of his Father: | | 
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And again, ub man bas aſcended into heaven, 
but he that came down from heaven, the ſon of man 
who tis in heaven.” Which being ſpoke by our Lord 
while he was yet on earth implies, that he ſo came 
down from heaven as to be ſtill there; that is, in re- 
fpet of his Tony; =” ware be is yy where pre- 
tent. P. 6. 


Well ſaid, Mr. Harriſon! Chriſt, i. e. the di 
vine nature, ſo came down from heayen, : as to 
be ſtill there. By virtue of the ſame ab 
he was upon earth, before he came down. This 
zppears a very myſterious mode of travelling. A 
being comes from a place, ſo as to leave himſelf 
behind; and f a place, where he was before his 
arrival! How can we conceive an omnipreſent. 
deity capable of local motion? It was thought 
an abſurdity-in a poet to write, * 


C Britain to meet Naſſau was ſo inclin'd, 
: She ran ſo _ the left herſelf behind.“ 


But a ſimilar trope 1s to be received without 2 
mile, when uttered: by a ſound divine. Unfor- 
. tunately, the being who deſcended, and yet is in 
heaven, was the ſon of man, the ena nature: and 
the paſſage intimates, that he had aſcended before his 
deſcent. The whole reſolves itſelf into a figurative 
accountJeſus gives of his receiving his commiſſion, 
couched under the idea of his aſcending into hea- 
ven, to be inſtructed by his Father, and returning 
to communicate what he had there learned. With 
reſpect to the clauſe, © who is in heaven, it has 
been repeatedly obſerved, that the phraſe may be 
rendered, who was in heaven” with the ſame 
propriety, that the ſame participle in the original, 
is made to refer to paſt time, (John ix. 25.) 
* Whereas I was blind, now I ſee. Nor can Be 
on 


. 21 2 | 
fon of man, if we will imagine him to talk in- 


telligibly, be ſuppoſed to aſſert that he was in c 
| heaven, at the time he ſpoke. | 


'To Prengthen obeſe teftimonies of. Chriſt's Avin, 
from all eternity, let us add ſome Y Ne 835 
where he is abjolutely called God. p- 6 


What teſtimonies have been N of 
Chriſt's divinity from all eternity, you, my dear 
friend, may be better able to apprehend than I 
am. Some few have been cited, to ſhew that 
God and Chriſt are the ſame being; and others, 
that Chriſt exiſted, before he was conceived in 
the womb of Mary. But this is very different 
from proving, that he was the ſecond perſon of a 
erinity; had two natures, and exiſted from all 
eternity. Moſt of the texts your orator has 
22 if interpreted as he would wiſn, go no 
arther than to ſupport the Arian doctrine; which 
he abjures; though he thinks it not quite ſo im- 
pious as the Socinian. Let us, however, return; 
and ſee whether he ſucceeds better, in point- 
- ——_ out E where ** is abſolutely called 


Tate beed to yourſelves, and ts the flock over 
ewhich the Holy Ghoſt has made you overſeers, to feed 
the church of God, which he hath purchaſed with bis 


01 blood, p. 6. 


The blood of God ! the 2 e | 
uncreated deity ſhedding blood! The man that 
could entertain this conception for a moment, 
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nities in the Iliad, two of whom were e wounded i 
| by Diomed. 


From the clear vein a ſtream immortal flow'd; 
Such ſtream as iſſues from a wounded God. 
: Por x, B. v. I. . 1ogo. 


Happily for. thoſe, who do not eſteem. God 
ſuch an one as themſelves, the beſt manuſcripts 
of the original, inſtead of the © church of God,“ 
read the church of the Lord, 1,e, Jeſus: others 
the © church of Chriſt: fo we have the greateſt 
external authority againſt ſuch an expreſſion as 
the blood of God, and againſt the argument which 
ſome men would deduce from it, that Chriſt is 
God, in addition to 1ts Wines abſurdity. 


 Chrif came, "bbs is over all, God 25 fer 
ever.” p. 6 | 


Before Mr. Harriſon had adduced this text as 
an indiſputable proof of the godhead of Chriſt, 
he ſhould have confuted other expoſitions of it, 
given by men who look a little farther than an 
engliſh tranſlation of the new Teſtament, before 
they pronounce what is the doctrine of ſcripture. 
He ſhould have informed his *© venerable auditors” 
that the paſſage may run thus: « of whom,” i. e. 
of which Jews, * as concerning the fleſh, Chriſt 
came. God be bleſſed for ever.” Or, “ of whom, 
as concerning the fleſh, Chriſt, who is over all, 
came, God Je bleſſed for ever.” Here the com- 
ing of Chriſt means not his deſcent from heaven, 
but his origin, (as every man cometh into the 
world, John i 1. 9.) of the jewiſh nation, Chriſt 
may be ſaid to be over all, as the head of all 
believers, Jews and gentiles. He ſhould port 
| | to 


told them, that by a very flight emendation, 
which, though only conjectural, yet from its 
_ aptitude, is probable in the extreme, viz. by the 
tranſpoſition of two words, one of which 'con- 
ſiſts of one letter, the other of two, the paſſage is 
rendered as beautiful a climax as any in the 
apoſtle's writings——* whoſe are the fathers, and 
© of whom, as concerning the fleſh, Chriſt came], 
© whoſe is God, over all, bleſſed for ever.” To 
whom, to which Jews, the ever bleſſed God 
belongeth, as he condeſcendeth to call himſelf, 
in a peculiar manner, their God, and the God 
of their fathers. (Rom. ix. 4, 5.) All theſe opi- 
nions our preacher ſhould have invalidated, be- 
fore he had, from this text, declared Chriſt to be 
God bleffedfor ever. EN | 


And ſuch epithets are alſo added to the word God, 
when applied to our ſaviour, as reſtrain it to the higbeſt 
and moſt proper ſigniſication. He is called, in holy 
writ, the true God, the great God, the mighty 
God : in a word, the fulleſt titles of divinity 
are given to bim; ſuch as the Lord of Glory, the 

King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. p. 6; 
The obſervation Mr. Harriſon ſets out with, 
proceeds upon a wrong principle. It ſuppoſes 
that all the titles, applied by the ſacred writers 
to expreſs the Almighty, are appropriate to him; 
whereas there is only one that js ſo, (Jehovah), 
The reſt are borrowed from human language ; 
and are no other than men have been accuſtomed 
to make uſe of, to denominate their princes and 
potentates. Thus the term God ſignifies, not 
the underiyed eſſence of the deity, but any per- 
ſon, whether human or divine, who is poſſeſſed of 
-powgr. Moſes is called a God, The Pſalmiſt 
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denominates ſome of his contemporaries Gods; 
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11 


be Jehoyah, It is a * to ſay 
7 


* underſtanding, that we may know him that is 
« true,” viz, the Almighty, “ and we are in him 
** that is true [by being] in, [by being diſciples 
. of, by means of] his ſon Jeſus Chriſt, This 
e [He] is the true God, and eternal life,” Let 
any man judge who is meant by the true God, 
in this laſt clauſe; whether“ He that is true,” or 


« his ſon Jeſus Chriſt.” What nonſenſe to ſay, 


the true God, is the ſon of him that is true! 

Nor is Chriſt meant by © che great God,” 
Tit. ij. 13. The great God, Jehoyah himſelf, 
will appear, at the day of judgment, by the events 


that will then take place; which will be ſuch 


as to evince that he who is Lord of the univerſe 


could alone bring them to paſs. . He will judge 


the world by Jeſus Chriſt. In this text, God 

and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, are expreſsly dif, 

tinguiſhed Be ed Lt ? 
The next expreſſion from which the divinity 

of Chriſt is argued, is, © the mighty God,” If. 

ix. 6. It is rather unfortunate, that in the ſame 

en ee een, 'F 

| A Ss FChlilc 


® Sermon before the Lord Mayor on the firſt Sunday in 


aſter Term, 1788, p. 4+ 
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chüd born, a ſon given to the Jews; and that, 

when the government ſhould be placed for evex 
upon his ſhoulder, the zeal of the ſuperior being, 
the Lord of Hoſts, was to perform it. But 
allowing, what might be much diſputed, firſt, 
that the prophecy relates at all to Chriſt ; and, 

ſecondly, that the reading preſented to us in our 
received Hebrew bible, and in the engliſh ver- 
ſion, be authentic, yet ſtill, as has been not long 
ſince obſerved, the term God, means no more 
than potentate; a very proper title far a perſon 

who was once a child, and raiſed afterwards, by - 
the Lord of Hoſts, to fit on the throne of David, 

and to goyern his kingdom, 5 

The title, Lord of glory, occurs twice, (1 Cor. 
ji. 7, 8.) But & we ſpeak & the wiſdom of 
God in a myſtery; even the hidden wiſdom 
| ; which God ordained before the world to our 
© glory; which none of the princes of this world 
knew; for had they known it, they would 
not have crucified the Lord of glory.” i. e. the 
diſpenſer of the glory, mentioned in the forego- 
ing verſe. Yet our Lord was not the ſovereign 
diſpoſer of it; but himſelf received it from his 
father. (John xvii. 22. 24.) 

The other text, in which the phraſe « Lord of 
glory is found, is Jam. ii. 1. Here it is remark- 
able, that the words © the Lord,” are. not in the 
original, The greek may be tranſlated accord- 

ing to an idiom, frequent among the writers of 
the old Teſtament, often imitated by thoſe of 
the new, © My brethren, have not the giorious 
ce faith of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” or, “ the faith 
gte of our glorious Lord Jeſus Chriſt, with repo 
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If the an « King of Kings” gigs 
gut Jeſus as the moſt high God, ſo it did Nebu- 
chadnezzar. (Dan. ii. 37.) And the title of 
% Lord of Lords,” is much of the ſame import; 
the term © Lord ” being frequently, in the old 
Teſtament, connected with that of © king.” Chriſt, 

when his kingdom is conſummated, will be 
Lord of Lords, not as being the Almighty, but 
< prince of the kings of the earth.“ It is ow- 
ing to the appointment of his father, that he is 
Lord in any ſenſe. God hath made that ſame 
« Jeſus whom ye have crucified both, Lord and 
« Chriſt.” Acts ii. 36. © To this end, Chriſt 
ce both died and revived, that he might be Lord 
« both of the dead and living.” Rom. xiv. 9. 
Had he been God, he would have been Lord 
of the dead and living, without dying, and Ig 
brought to life again. 


And as creation 4 aſcribed to hin in the moſt 
extenſ ve ſenſe of the word, fo, with reſpe#t to the 
creatures, be is called, « The everlaſting Father." 


P- 6, 7. 


From its being affirmed, that creation is aſ- 
cribed to Chriſt in the moſt extenſive ſenſe of 
the word, we ſhould be led to ſuppoſe, that he 
is repreſented as creator of the heavens, and the 
earth, of man, animals, and plants. Great, there- 
fore, muſt be our ſurpriſe, when we find Moſes 
aſcribing this work to God, excluſively of every 
other being : to the LORD God, Jehovah. 
(Sen. ii. 4. 7. 9.) Nor is this all; for we read 
of God, in direct contradiſtinction to Jeſus Chriſt, 
as creator of the univerſe, in the prayer pre- 
ferred by the apoſtles ; (Acts iv. 24.) Lord, 

| ſovereign 


” 27 ) : 


ſovereign maſter, © thou art God which haft 
ec made heaven and earth, and the ſea, and all 
ce that in them is---againſt thy holy child *, 
c ſervant, ] Jeſus, whom thou haſt anointed, both 
% Herod and Pontius Pilate were gathered to- 
_ © gether grant — that ſigns and wonders may 
ebe done by the name of thy holy child“, 
[ſervant] „ Jeſus,” Again, (Acts xvil. 24---31.) 
God that made the world---hath appointed a 
e day in which he will judge the ord that 
„ man whom he hath ordained.” The "Guo 
concluſion refults from comparing Rev. iv. 
10, 11, with chap. v. 6. As no paſſages are 
produced in which Chriſt is ſaid to have created 
any thing, I ſhall only obſerve in general, that 
the creation, of which he was the author, is a 
moral one---a reformation of manners and diſ- 
ſition, in thoſe, who, at the time of his preach- 
ing, had ſpent. the former part of their lives in 
religious ignorance and licentiouſneſs---begun'in 
conſequence of their believgng him a teacher ſent 
from God. © If any one be in Chriſt,” be a 
convert to the goſpel, © he is a new creature. 
Believing jews and gentiles, conſidered as a 
ſociety, are called © the whole creation.” (Mark 
xvi. 15. Col. i. 15.) And Jeſus, the author of 
their faith, and moral change, is repreſented as 
the inſtrument i in the hands of God, by whom 
they were © created unto good works,” not as 
natural men, but by © putting on the new man, 
c which after God is created in righteouſneſs, 
ce and true holinèſs.“ Now had Mr. Harriſon 
condeſcended to adopt biſhop Lowth's tranſla- 
tion, he would have found the more exact verſion 


of 


* The ſame word | is here uſed in the original, which, in 
ver. 2 5. is applied to David, and rendered 1 
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of the words our Bible renders © The everlaſting 
Father, to be © The Father of the everlaſting 
te age: which, when applied to Chriſt, ſignifies, 
not the creator of all mankind, 1n a literal ſenſe, but 
the introducer of an age, or diſpenſation, for the 


promotion of piety and yirtue, which would en- 


dure for eyer, and comprehend only a part of the 
human ſpecies. I now leaye it with you to judge 


whether the point is proved---whether theſe texts 
convince ſober enquirers of the divinity of Chriſt 


---and whether he who has urged them, in a tone 
ſufficiently deciſive, has a right to conclude this 
head by ſaying, 


Theſe are expreſſions too poſitive for the profound- 
eſt criticiſm to invalidate, or the moſt ſubtle ſophiſtry . 
Zo argue away. p. 7. 3 
Having thus ſhewn that Chriſt was the eternal 
God, I proceed, 2ndly, to conſider the reality of bis 


buman nature. 7. 


It may be aſked why the ſecond head is pro- 
poſed, in this place, differently from what it ſtands 
in the general diviſion of the ſermon. Our 
preacher ſeems to have forgotten that he was to 
conſider, not only the reality of Chriſt's human 
nature, but alſo his aſſuming it into the divine, 
which he had with the Father from all eternity, 
It ſeems ſomewhat myſterious, that the orthodox 
notion of incarnation, ſhould be, not by conver- 
ſion of the godhead into man, which appears the 
more obvious interpretation of * the word was 
made fleſh,” but, by taking the manhood into 
God. 5 N „„ 


But I think I may wave the conſideration of this 
part of our ſubject; it certainly cannot be needfut to 
| . enter 


3 


enter upon the proof of Chriſt's human nature; for, 
though he, that is both God and Man, was as early 


denied to be man as God; yet the now prevailing be- 
'reſy, and from which at preſent the true faith is in 
moſt danger, is ſo far from taking from him the true 
nature of man,—that it will allow him to have truly 
no other, I ſhall therefore conclude both theſe heads, 


5th the following obſervation : That, though we had 


none of thoſe many plain and poſitive aſſertions 
in holy writ, of the two diſtin natures of our bleſſed 
Lord, yet the bare hiſtory of his actions upon earth, a 


| ſimple narrative only of his life, his miracles, his 


death, and reſurrection, would be ſufficient to prove 
him,—what' it is our duty to believe bim to be,— 


both God and man, If, when you read his hiſtory, 


you find that he hungered,—thirſted, —ate,—drank, 


— ſlept, —awoke,—wept,— ſorrowed over Feruſa- 


lem, —ſuffered the moſt grievous pains both of body 
and ſoul, and finally, death itſelf ;—what can be 
more apparent than that he was perfect man as we 


are? p. 7, 8. 


Moſt certainly he was perfect man: and his 
being ſo, excludes at once his being perfect God. 
It is an abſurdity, and the groſſeſt contradiction 
in terms, to ſuppoſe that he could be two different 
beings at the ſame time. He was, and he was 
not, God! He was, and he was not, man! he 
did, and he did not, know, the day of judgment! 
Mere theological legerdemain! Let us hear the 
prophet Ezekiel's deciſion, in a caſe ſomewhat 
ſimilar. Thou,” prince of Tyrus, © haſt ſaid 
Jam a god—yet thou art a man, and not God 


c —thou ſhalt be a man, and no god in the 


*© hand of him that ſlayeth thee.” (xxviii. 2. 9.) 
The propher's words plainly imply, that he who 

was man, could not be God; and that his being 
1 . = ſlain, 
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Nain, was a ſufficient proof that he was not: ue 


we will go an, and fee the circumſtances in Chriſt's 
life, adduced to prove him God. | 


If you alſo find there, that he forgave fins, —caſt 
out devils, —knew the thoughts of men's hearts,— 

walked upon the waves, and had the winds and 
ſeas at bis command: and laſtly, that he raiſed bim- 
ſelf from death to life, and aſcended up into heaven: 
what can be more evident than that he was perfect 


God alſo, and = to the os as AD his 
godhead? p. 8. 


With reſpect to ) the works here referred to, 
we anſwer, in general, that we have our Lord's 
authority to declare that he could, of himſelf, do 
nothing—the Father that dwelt in him, he did 
the works, (John v. 19. go. xiv. 10.) Here 1 
would wiſh to obſerve once for all, that ſuppoſing 
the divine nature properly to be united to, and 
dwell in the man Jeſus, it was the Father, not 
the ſon; the firſt, not the ſecond, perſon of the 
trinity. If we examine the particular inſtances 
of divine power our Lord exhibited, we ſhall find 
them no. proofs of the divinity of his nature, be- 
cauſe they were diſplayed by thoſe who were con- 
fefſedly men; or expreſsly aſcribed to the opera- 
tion of God. If he forgave ſins, did not all the 
apoſtles receive a like commiſſion? © As my Fa- 
e ther hath ſent me, even ſo ſend I you—whoſe 
<« ſoever ſins ye remit, they are remitted to them, 
(John XX. 21. 23.) Did he caſt out devils? It 
was © with the finger of God, (Luke xi. 20.) 
Did he know men's thoughts ? So did Peter, in 
the caſe of Ananias : fo Aid all thoſe converts who 
were endued with a power of diſcerning ſpirits. 
Did he walk upon the waves? ſo did Peter. Did 


he 


. 


de calm the winds and the ſea? Immediately 
before he wrought this miracle, he was aſleep, 


till his diſciples awakened him, (Matt. viii. 26.) 


And we know the prophet Elijah, to deride the 
idea of Baal being a god, told his worſhippers, 
Peradventure he fleepeth, and muſt be awakened,” 
(1 Kings xviii. 27.) On the ſubject of his raiſing 
himſelf from the dead, let us read his own words; 


(John x. 18.) © I have power to lay it,” my life, 


« down, and I have power to take it again. This 
« commandment have I received of my Father.“ 
We are repeatedly informed, that it was God who 
raiſed up Jeſus from the dead. And if his aſcen- 


ſion into heaven be a proof of his equality to the 


Father, as touching his godhead, how can we 
deny that Elijah was perfect God? 


Tt is therefore neceſſary to everlaſting ſalvation, 


that we believe rightly the incarnation of our Lord 


Feſus Chriſt; and the right faith is, that we believe 


and confeſs, that our Lord Feſus Chriſt, the Son 
of God, is God' and man, or, as it is expreſſed : 


in the text, God manifeſted in the fleſh, p. 8. 


Where is the neceſſity here alluded to, inſiſted 
on? In a compoſition which, as we are well af- 


ſured, was forged two, if not four *, centuries, 
after the deceaſe of its reputed author. In de- 
fining the right faith to be this, that we believe 
and confeſs. that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the ſon 
of God, is God and man, we contradict the new. 
Teſtament. For there we find that the ſaving, 
faith, was to believe in the Lord Jeſus ; not that 


he was God the ſon, or God and man, but that 


he 


» « ſt was never heard of before the 3th century.? Bur- 
net, Art. 8. p. 106. 
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he was ſent as a teacher from God; that he was 
the Meſſiah, the Chriſt, the anointed (for theſe 
three terms are of the ſame import) of God, 
* Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt 
be ſaved. (Acts xvi. 31.) © I believe,” ſaid the 
eunuch, to qualify himſelf for baptiſm, “ that Je- 
ſus Chriſt is the ſon of God.“ (viii. 37.) © Tf 
thou ſhalt confeſs with thy mouth the Lord Jeſus, 
and believe in thine heart that God hath raiſed 
ag from the dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved.” (Rom: 

9.) Can we learn from theſe, or any other 
5 8 of ſcripture, that it is negeſſary to everlaſting 
falvation, that we believe the incarnation of our 


Lord Jefus Chriſt, and that he is both God and 
man? 


But of this We ſhall be farther convinced, if we 
conſider, 3dly. That the ſcheme of man's redemption 
could ftand confijtently only upon this foundation, that 
Feſus Chriſt as God and man. p. 8. 


Indeed Let us ſe how this is made out. 


When man had tranſgreſſed the law of God, he knew 
not what method to take to appeaſe, nor which way 
to fly to eſcape his diſpleaſure. How could he hope for 
redemption without remifſion? And how could remiſſion 
be expetred, without ſatisfaction to the divine juſtice ? 
And how could fatisfatftion be made to the divine juſ- 
zice, unleſs God's honour was repaired, and man's na- 
ture renewed. Now, all this could never be effected by 
a ſinner, nor by the moſt innocent creature, not the 
2 angel —not all the angels in heaven could do 


for, the utmoſt, that even-the moſt innocent of 
| ab order could hope for, was to recommend himſelf 
to the divine acceptance; and therefore could never 


merit any thing for others.—Befide, being but a 
creature, 


4 3350 
ena conſequently fmite, he never contd mitke fi 
tisfattion to infinite juſtice. P. 8. 9. 


When man had forfeited che divine bur by 
his tranſgreſſions, he certainly knew not how td 
regain it, but by a revelation from the Almighty; '_ 
on what terms he might be reſtored. Remiſſion 


was to be expected on ſuch conditiohs, and no 


other; as God himſelf was pleaſed to appoint. 
But in what page of the jewiſh or chriſtian ſcrip- 
tures da we read that remiſſion could not be ex- 
pected, without ſatisfaction to the divine juſtice? 
On the contrary, it is ſaid to be attainable by a 
ſincere repentance. * When the wicked man 
. turneth away from his wickedneſs which he 
« hath committed; and doeth that which is law- 
ec ful and right, he ſhall fave his ſoul alive: Re- 
t pent and be converted, that your fins may be 
© blotted out.“ We, read of no preparatory 
ſteps; taken by a ſecond perſon in the trinity to 
appeaſe the firſt, induce_him to ſatisfy his jriſtice; 
and propoſe ſuch a diſpenſation. . This is not the 
language of holy writ: With reſpect to the re- 
Pair of God's honour, and the renewal of man 8 
nature, both theſe ends are attained by repentance: 
This implies a ſubmiſſion to laws that have been 
violated; an acknowledgniert of authority that 
has been trampled upon; and cannot take Place 
without a change of diſpoſition in the penitent: 
which is all that can be reaſonably underſtood by 
a renewal of his nature. 
All this could never be effected by a inner; . 
ſays Mr. Harriſon; - 
Tes! by the ſinner who was to receive fremilf. | 


fion, and no other. For the idea of an innocent 


creature; the ſublimeſt angel, or all the angels 
| in 1 bong unable to merit any thing for 
D others 


6 


A and of infinite juſtice being incapable of 
ü fatisfaction from a creature, who is finite; is mere 
declamation and romance. 
1 cannot then be 3 that any being ould 
' reconcile God and man, unleſs he had both their na- 
tures united in one perſon, and therefore had an equal 
intereſt in both, But, na ſuch per fon as this was to be 
found in the whole creation, neither among angels or 
men. Men, therefore, ſeemed as deſperate and for- 
torn as could be imagined, but yet God was pleaſed to 
conſider him as his creature, though he was become a 
inner; and to remember his own de/ign in creating 
him, 885 was to celebrate his praiſes, to imi- 
tate his perfections, to glorify his name, and to be 
for ever happy. Hence, if it be lawful for us to ſpeak 
of God after the manner of men, there aroſe a debate 
etwixt the divine Juftice, and the divine mercy ;, the 
former urging man's deſerved doom, the latter plead- 
ing for the ſuſpenſion of it, and man's deliverance 
from it. p. 9. 10. 


Here we have * two Gods : the God | 
that was to be reconciled ; and the divine nature 
that was to inform the human, the fecond perſon 
of the trinity : whereas our Lord imagined thar 
it was the Father who dwelt in him. But that 
any foreign intervention was neceſſary to induce 
the Almighty to be reconciled to the world, is a 
doctrine totally unſcriptural. Obſerve the parent 
running of his 'own accord to meet the prodigal 
on his return, Read the freqpent declarations, 
« God ſo loved the world, that he gave his only 
ce begotten ſon.” And this is our preacher's ] 
opinion, if we read a ſubſequent ſentence :.* God 
© was pleaſed to conſider man as his creature, : 
6 though he was a ſinner ; and remember his own 
« deſign 


3 
1 delign in creating him to be for ever happy! 
The God then that was to be reconciled, had, it 
ſeems, an intereſt in the happineſs of man, with= 


out the interpoſition of another being, in whom 


the godhead was united to the manhood : (ſuch 


a perſon as was not to be found in the whole cre- 


ation, nor hath been hitherto !)' How does Mr. 
Harriſon get off the benevolence of the 5 
which he is forced to allow? By dividing him al 

into two natures, the inexorable; and the benign} 
juſtice and mercy: Here we have the Almighty 
divided againſt himſelf, debating which attribute 
he ſhould liſten to, like Jupiter; weighing the 
fates of the Greeks and Trojans in a balance. 


| This was a fate of things that puzzled all created 
wiſdom. p. 10. e ee 


And well it might; ſince it produced a pauſe 


and debate in the breaſt of the deity himſelf. 


55 This was a difficulty which the moſt glbrious ; the | 
Cherubims and Seraphims were not able to ſolve; 


but, (vb! the infinite perfeFions of Cd,) in this ex- 
tremity bis ſovereign wiſdom interpoſed, and founũ 


out @ way 1o reconcile the demands of juſtice, und the 


Where do we read any thing in the new Teſta- 
ment about the demands of juſtice; or that Chriſt 
did any thing to ſatisfy them? All there is mercy: 


« God is love.“ 


* 


This heavenly wiſdom propoſes, Inimanuel;. or, 
God with us, 7s be the mediator, to do all that was 


neceſſary to reconcile, God and man,—and to reflore 


man to a capacity of pleaſing God, and of being fot 
ever . In "this Nek, did divine juſtice and 
e D 2 | mercy 
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mercy both agree; and the fecond perſon of the ever 
bleſſed trinity conſented to undertake, and accompliſh, 


all that was requiſite for this purpoſe. , p. 10. 


Here alſo we have two Gods, the propoſer of 


the redemption, and the mediator, who was to 
undertake and accompliſh all that was neceſſary 


for the purpoſe. No! replies Mr. Harriſon, it 
was only the ſecond perſon of the ever bleſſed 
trinity. He may call them by what names he 
pleaſes, as God, No. 1; God, No. 2; and ima- 
gine, if he can ſo perſuade himſelf, that he has 

ill only ane God: yet it appears to common un- 
derſtandings, that theſe diviſions of the undivided 


divinity have oppoſite offices; are the two parties that 


agree, or bargain, for the redemption; are diſtinct 
agents, divine intelligent beings, Gods. Other- 
wiſe, the one God, being offended with his crea- 
tures, yet remembering his deſign in creating 


them, to make them happy; and debating with 


himſelf, whether he ſhould indulge his loving- 


| kindneſs, or fatisfy his juſtice, reſolves, at laſt, 5 
to reconcile himſelf to them. And for this pur- 


poſe he propoſes it to himſelf, and agrees with 
himſelf, to reconcile himſelf to men, and reſtore 


them to a capacity of pleaſing himſelf. In con- 


ſequence he is made fleſſi, becomes incarnate, 
(which means, that he aſſumed the human nature 


into the divine) appears à god-man, mediator 


between himſelf and man- becauſe he would not 
otherwiſe have had proper intereſt in himſelf and 
man. He ſends himſelf from heaven to earth, 
in the character of his own ſon; is inſulted, 
ſcourged, and put to a moſt painful and ignomi- 


nious death, by thoſe creatures who had before 
offended him, ſo that he could not be reconciled. 
to them for what they had already done, without 


his 


( 


: this extraordinary e And all out of his 
mercy, to appeaſe himſelf, and ſatisfy his own 
Juſtice. Theſe may appear adorable myſteries to 
ſome men, but to meaner mortals they ſeem to 
ſavour of e. | 


2 bis nereiful overture *was od jbed t to our ff 
parents, and their poſterity, at various times, and in 
ſuch degrees as the divine wiſqom thought proper; 
and, at the Jaſf, in the fulneſs of time, God was made 
manife ft in the fleſh, and the ſon was ſent by the Fa- 

ber, to be the ſaviour 4 the world, p. 10. 


oe of mercy have indeed been made i in 
all ages of the world; but no intimations that it 
was to take place in the manner deſcribed by 
Mr. Harriſon. And, at the laſt, in the fulneſs of 
time, God was manifeſt in the fleſh : a human 
creature bearing evident marks of a divine com- 
miſſion, and that God was with him, appeared: 
the man Jeſus (who from his eminent virtue, the 
appointment he received, and the dominion to 
which. he will hereafter be advanced, 1s called, 


like other men in ſimilar ſituations *, yet more 


emphatically, not God the ſon, but the ſon of 


God, and the Chriſt t) was ſent, by the Father 
of the univerſe to be the ſaviour of the world, 


to reclaim them from ſin, by the inſtruction, ex- 
- ample, and well 255 dne he a. 


propon'y to ö 
| D 1 . 


be All chriſtians are called ſons of God, John i. 12. Rom. 
viii. 14. Phil. ii. 15. 1 John iii. 1 | 
1 Chath, or the anointed, a tte of Ws. 1 Sam, zl xii. 


(#3): 
Thus, it is evident that the ſebeme of man's redemp- | 


tion could ſtand confi itently only upon this great foun- 
dation, that Feſus I was God and man. p. 11. 


Upon the idea, that there is but one God, | 
and that Jeſus Chriſt is this one God, I have 
ſhewn the ſcheme of the redemption, as exhi- 
bited by Mr. N to be a fee of abſur- 
en 


Au however myſterious this diſpenſation may ſeem, 
yet it effeflually diſplays the perfefions of God, and 
lays us under the ſtrongeſt obligations to devote our- 
| ſelves to bis e and ſervice, P. 11. | 


It induces all men who attend to it, without | 
better information of the real deſign of chriſti- 
anity, and the genuine contents of the goſpel, to 
become either enthuſiaſts or unbelievers. | 


7 demonſtrates, in the moſt wonderful manner, the 
love and goodneſs of God, in deſigning the redemption 
of mankind, and ſending his ſon fer hat purpoſe 


P: II. 8 


But erding to the ſcheme of theſe divines, 

Was not an 1 paid to the Almighty for 
the ranſom of ſinners? Where then were his 

great love and goodneſs, in ſending his inno- 
gent ſon to ſuffer, that he might be reconciled? 


J. magnifies the 3 of Chrift, in aſſuming 
our nature, and undertaking and — Win the 
great v work for i US, Pp. 11. | 


We want ſcriptural — of the fact, that 
Chriſt did Pre- exiſt in the divine, and at a cer- 
tain 


-þ & 

tain time aſſumed the human nature. If he 
"did, there muſt be two divine beings, the ſender 
and the meſſenger. V | 


I. fhews theacturſed nature of fin, and the indigna- 
tion and ſeverity of God againſt it: and it gives us 
every deſirable encouragement to repentance; ſince we 
are ſure, that the atonement mage by our ſaviour was 
ſufficient, and that his interceſſion in heaven muſt be 
prevalent, for the remiſſion of thoſe ſins of which we 
fincerely repent. But, above all, it aſſures us, that there 
is no other Bon under heaven given to man, by which 
he may be ſaved, but that of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
becauſe there can be no other of equal dignity. p. 11. 


Where, in ſcripture, is the divinity, or the 
death of Chriſt urged to exhibit the curſed na- 
ture of ſin, and the indignation of God againſt 
it? This is à mere. aſſumption of divines, in 
conſequence of what they ſuppoſe to be a ſcrip- 
tural doctrine, the death of God, to reconcile 
another God, which was all the while himſelf, to 
ſinners. The inducements to repentance offered 
by the goſpel, are the unwillingneſs of God that 
any ſhould periſh, (2 Pet. iii. 9;) the goodneſs 
of God, (Rom. 11. 4;) the offer of pardon, (Acts 
iii. 19 ;) the certainty of a future If. (xvii. 30;) 
And with regard to a prevalent atonement, and 
proper interceſſion of Chriſt, now in heaven, for 
us, I ſhould be glad to ſee it reconciled ' with 
what our, Lord declares, (John xvi. 26, 27.) 
* J ſay unto you that,” after my aſcenſion, © I 
« will pray the Father for you; for the Father 
* himſelf loveth you, The love the Father bore 
them would ſyperyede the neceſſity of their 
maſter's interceſſion. Nor is it with the greateſt 
diſcretion, that the circumſtance of Chriſt's name 
D 4 — 
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being the only one by which men muſt be ſaved, 
is urged as a conſequence of his being God. 
Since it is adduced, by Peter and John, as a progf 


only of the power now attained by Jeſus Chriſt 


of Nazareth, who had been crucified, _ n 
God had raiſed from the dead, (Acts iv.) 


But, though the divinity of the — 10 clearly 
revealed in the ſacred writings, and it was thus evi- 
gently neceſſary that his godhead ſhould be joined to his 
buman nature; yet, fill the language of the unbeliev- 
ing philoſo ober! is, How can theſe things be? How can 
eternity be made ſubjef to time? How can omnipo- 
zency be joined with infinity ? How cau infinity be com- 
| prebended i in a finite ereature 9 P. 12. | 


That the divinity of the Rode: is An 
tevealed in the ſacred writings, and that it was 
: evidently neceſſary that his godhead ſhould be 
Joined to his human nature, is the point in. diſ- 


pute. But who is this wnbelieving philoſopher, un- 


: believer, modern ſkeptic + ? It cannot ſurely be * 
author of Letters tg a philoſophical Unbeliever ; 

Pei ſon, whom it is not for me to commend iy 
other way, than by filent aſtopiſhment. He is indeed 
one who believes in chriſtianity, with an aſſurance, 
equaled only by the contempt he entertains for 
the wretchec miſrepreſentations of it, exhibited in 
the ſyſtems and declamations of ſome who call 
themſelves orthodox. And thus it will happen 
univerſally; the firmer faith a man has in the 
goſpel itſelf, the more entirely will he deſpiſe the 
doctrines which theſe divines ſo pertinaciouſly de- 
fend, and which it is impoſſible that any one, 
whatever honeſt minds may, Peas chemſelves, 


08 | Eh ſhould 
| 7 p. 15. The eral is Mr, Harriſon's, 


AM 


; | (4.2 


ſhould in fact believe, Not that we need be phi. 

| loſophers to diſcover the abſurdity of the propoſi- 

tions contained in the following queſtions : we 

require only common underſtanding ; a power of N 

knowing the import of the words we utter; and 71 

of perceiving whether the ideas we annex to them | 
agree or diſagree. * How can eternity be made ſub- 
ject to time? z, e. in the preſent caſe, how can a 
being who exiſted before all time, be born, or come 
into exiſtence, in time? To aſſert that he can, is a 

. contradiction in terms. How can infinity be com- 
prehended in a finite creature?“ It is a natural im- 

| poſſibility. How can omnipotency be joined with 
infinity ?' This is a different queſtion. No one will 

diſallow the union of theſe perfections in the deity: 
and every man, who knows what he is talking 
about, will deny the poſſibility of their ſeparation, 
or their being joined to a finite being. 5 


- 


= In anſwer to theſe | interrogatories, let me aſk this... 
fhallow reaſoner p. 12, RT 27 


; He muſt indeed be a very ſhallow reaſoner, whe 
is moved by any of the following queſtions. 


Art not thou a myſtery to thyſelf? Doft thou not 
carry about with thee, in thy own being, inſuperable 
difficulties? How canſt thou hope to find out the 
nature and manner of an union betwixt an infinite and 

à finite nature, when even the union of thy own ſoul 


and body is above thy comprehenſion ? Is not the ſoul, | ( 
that enlivens thee, hid from thee ? Canſt thou give an : 
account how it came into thy body, or where the ſeat of 4 


its refidence is, or by what-way or influence it gives thy 
body ſenſe or motion ? And, as thou art thus a myſtery to | 
thyſelf, ſo alſo do not numberieſs things around thee puz- 1 
zle th euquiries? Are not the plants under thy feet 8 3 
1 e muc 
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much above thy comprehenſion as the ſtars and heavens # 
Canſt thou give any certan account even of tht air thou * 
preatheſt in, or of the light that gives thee the pleaſure ; 
of all created glories ? In the language of ſcripture, 
tet me aſt thee, * Where is the way where light dwell 
eth; and as for darkneſs, where is the ploy thereof? 
Haſt thou entered into the treaſures of the ſnow, or 
haſt thou — the treaſures of the bail? Haſt thou en. 
tered into the ſprings of the ſea, or haſt thou walked 
in ſearch of the deep? Whereupon are the foundations 
of the earth faſtened, ar who laid the corner. tone 
thereof ? Canſt thou number the clouds in wiſdom ? 
"  Knoweſt thou the time when the wild goats of the rock 
a Bring forth, ar canſt thou mark when the hinds do 
— ? Doth the hawk fly by thy wiſdom, and ftretch 
her wings towards the Ju ? 15 0 55 e eaple 2277 
up at thy command and ber neſt E 7 Haſt 
thou clothed his neck with thunder ? Haſt thou an 
arm like God, or canſt thou thunder with a voice like 
Aim? Which way ſoever thou turneſs thine eyes, art 
not thou encountered with wonders - too great for 
thy knowledge ; and are not the things that touch thee, 
a5 1 and diſtant from thee as the poles? Has 
not even the meaueſt produf in nature ſomething g 
in it that fools thy enquiry, Apo forces thee to diſbelieve 
the evidence of thy ſenſes, or to acknowledge the weak-. 


denn inſufficiency of human mrs p. 12. 13. 


A moſt ſublime paſſage ! EJoguinc ce, at which 
all who had the happineſs of earing it, muſt 
have been amazed ! Yet, are the points here enu- 
merated matters of revelation? May we not be 
ignorant of them, and well-informed notwith- 
ſtanding, on ſuch ſubjects as are profeſſedly re. 
vealed to us? What theologian in his ſenſes pre- 
tends to diſplay the eſſence of the deity ; the 


manner in * he 2 and enjoys his per- 
fections? 


— 


LY 


feions'? Yet every chriſtian has ſome degree of 
ability to examine what, in fact, his Creator has 
: been pleaſed to divulge. Whether, for inſtance, 
the being, who was born, preached, ſuffered death, 
Kc. be repreſented in the goſpel to have been God 
himſelf, or only his ſervant, one who bore his 
commiſſion, Whether that meſſenger appears in 
theſe records to have been begotten from all 
eternity; or created in time, though before all 
worlds; or to have had no exiſtence previous to 
his conception in his mother's womb, Whether 
the motive that prevailed with the Almighty to 
publiſh the redemption, was his own: intrinſic 
nevolence and free mercy ; or whether he was 
influenced by any external inducement, and for an 
equivalent paid, Theſe are points which any one 
who can read may arrive at the knowledge of. 
What ſay the Scriptures ? This is all the Unitarians 
deſire to learn: and think it not neceſſary to be 
able to ſolve all Mr. Harriſon's queſtions before 
they can receive an anſwer. I hey leave hard 
words, unintelligible phraſes, and uſeleſs -ſpecu- 
lations to the corruptors of our holy religion who 
introduced, and to their poſterity, who retain 
them. They have this confidence in the goſpel, 
that whatever is manifeſtly ſhocking to common 
ſenſe, cannot, they. preſume, be a doctrine of 
genuine chriſtianity, 1 


Canſt thou then think it ſtrange, that the God of 
nature MMſbould be incomprebenſible, when bis whole 
creation is one great prodigy? And ſurely religion may 
claim the ſame privilege as philoſophy, the book of God, 
as the book of nature! Little it is that God bas given 
us power to know of himſelf in the greater or ſmaller 
volume of his works, his world, or his ſcriptures, 
in both which are equally diſplayed the treaſures of 
wiſdom and knowledge. p. 13, 14. 
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We do not think it ſtrange, we acknowledge it 
to be fact, that the God bene is incompre- 
henſible, as to his manner of exiſtence. What 
we deny, is a repelation, ſuch as Mr, Harriſon 
propoſes, that turns out nothing but a puzzle; 
a religion deſigned for the uſe of all men, which 
no man can underſtand. The ſcriptures pretend 
not to give us any inſight into the nature of the 
deity, his mode of being; any more than the 
viſible creation. All we can learn from either of 
theſe volumes, are ſuch of his perfections as re- 
late to ourſelves ; his wiſdom, power, and good- 
neſs; and the paths in which it is his pleaſure 
we ſhould walk, for the attainment of happineſs 
in this world and the next. Theſe things are 
clearly diſcovered by philoſophical experiment, 
and ſcriptural inveſtigation. But if we be curious 
to know what the Almighty is, we ſhall find 
nothing to ſatisfy us either in his word, or his 
works. EE "FR | 
But we may be. certain, that all the knowledge we 
acquire by his word is unqueſtionably true, becauſe it 
is the dictate of that ſpirit, who only knows the na- 
ture, counſels, and operations of the deity, and is 
himſelf the God of truth and knowledge. p. 14. 


In theſe poſitions we perfectly agree, whatever may 
be our diverſity of opinion concerning the interpre- 
tation of that word; and I am glad to ſee the 
Spirit of God acknowledged to be God himſelf, 
and not a third part of the undivided. trinity. 
He knoweth the counſels of the deity, as the 
ſpirit of a man knoweth the things of a man. 
(A Cor. ii. 11.) I am happy alſo to hear the fol- 
lowing conceſſion : 32 
It 
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It is true we may, nay, we are commanded, to ſearch 
and exainine the ſcriptures, and ſee whether thoſe 
' doftrines we call myſteries, are revealed in them. 
P. 14 | Tut 1 


Here our preacher for a moment affects pro- 
teſtantiſm. Yet he ſoon perceives he is going 
too far; and aſſumes the point in debate, by 
taking it for granted we ſhall find exactly what 


But, when, upon a candid examination and fair 
trial, we bave found this maſt evident truth, God 
was manifeſted in the fleſh; though reafon reſiſts, 
and the underſtanding is non-pluſſed and ſwallowed up 
in the inexplicable contemplation of an infinite eternal 
God, and a finite man, ſubſtantially united in the 
ſame perſon, and dwelling upon this habitable earth; 
ſtill we are to ſubmit, not diſpute; to believe, not ar- 
gue; to adore the wiſdom we cannot fathom, and re- 
verence the counſels we cannot penetrate. p. 14. 


What pity is it that ſo fine a period ſhould go 
upon a falſe ſuppoſition ? If we do read, God 
© was manifeſted in the fleſh,” in the ſcriptures, 
and if it be a moſt evident truth ; ſtill Mr. Har- 
riſon's interptetation of it is a moſt evident ab- 


Tbis is tbe proper work of faith; reaſon is not 
o be the ſole arbiter in points of this nature. p. 14. 


Faith is an aſſent to any propoſition, on the 
credit of the propoſer. Let us. firſt be aſſured 
that God has declared theſe doctrines called myſ- 
teries, and that the expoſitions of holy writ, 
called 


0 
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called orthodox, are the genuine mind of the Lord. 
Of this, reaſon is the only judge. . | 


Tet it be remembered, that reaſon laughed at that, 
in Sarah, which faith in Abraham embraced and re., 
Joiced in. p. 14, 15. I 


Sarah ſaw three perſons, whom ſhe underſtood 

to be mere men, come into Abraham's tent; and 

while ſhe was preparing them refreſhment, over- 

heard one of them ſay, ſhe ſhould have a ſon. 

It does not appear from the hiſtory, that ſhe 

knew the ſpeaker to be authorized by the Al- 

mighty, ſo ſhe laughed within herſelf at the idea, 

which, from her own age, and that of her huſ- 

band, was, according to the common courſe of 

nature, improbable. Upon perceiving that what 

had paſſed only in her own mind, was detected; 

and being aſked, Is any thing too bard for the / 

Lord? ſhe denied, and was afraid. Abraham, - 

from his farther converſe with his gueſts, was 

acquainted with their being meſſengers of Je- 

hovah ; and yielded, as he ought, implicit aſſent 

to what was nothing more than a prediction of a 

miracle. Had he not known that the ſpeaker 

was addreſſing him in the name of Jehovah ; or 

had he been told, that the ſon to be born ſhould 

be the infinite eternal God, he would perhaps 

have lent what Mr. Gibbon calls a very academic 

faith to it. But, when he was convinced that God 

was ſpeaking to him, by his meſſenger, his rea- 

ſon did not reſiſt; nor was his underſtanding non- 

pluſſed and ſwallowed up in any inexplicable con- 

templation. In both theſe characters, faith and 

reaſon had their proper work; nor can they be 

produced as typifying thoſe, who implicitly, fol- 

low the decrees of holy church, on the ane hand ; 
| | or 
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or thoſe, who are advocates for the uſe of reaſon 
in matters of been, on the other. 


In the following ſentence we moſt readil y ac- 
wm | | | 
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But even ata if it be not intoxicated with 
pride and arrogance, muſt acknowledge, that God 
can neither be deceived, nor deceive others; he may 
as well deny his being as falfify his word : the 
mind of man cannot poſſibly defire more evidence for 
the belief of any truth than POTEN God hath re- 
vealed it. p. 15. 5 


All this is nothing to the . till it is 
proved that God hath revealed the doctrine vo 
the trinity. | 
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But fill, ſay our adverſaries, muſt we believe a 

| doftrine that is big with abſurdity and contradic- 
tion? -In anſwer to which, we may lay it down for 
an undoubted truth, that we Gould fully comprehend 
a dottrine, before we can venture to affirm, that there 
15 abſurdity or contradiction in it; and, ſince the 
union of God and man in the ſame perſon is confefſed- 
ly above the. comprebenfion of a finite underſtanding, 
it is the higheſt abſurdity to affirts, that there is a 
contradiction in it; for, why ſhould the conjunction 
of the deity with the humanity of Chriſt be eſteemed a 
greater contradiction, than the union of ſoul and 
body in one man; things of a quite oppoſite and dif- 
ferent nature; the nianner of which, as I have ob- 
ſerved, is obſcure, myſterious, and inexplitable p. 15. 
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If we ought to comprehend a doctrine before 
we can affirm there is either abſurdity or contra- 
diction in it, ought we not equally to compre- 
hend it, before we affirm that there is not? or 

indeed, 


; / 


G 


indeed, before we ſay any thing about it, leſt we' | 
ſhould talk of what we do not underſtand ; which 
is the higheſt abſurdity. When our preacher has 
proved the conjunction of the deity with the 
humanity of Chriſt to be a doctrine of ſcripture;: 
it will then be time enough to talk of the inex- 
plicable union between ſoul and body. In the 
interim, I would with him juſt to confute a flimſy: 
book, written by one Prieſtley; called, I think, . N 
Diiſquiſitions on Malter and Spirit. | 1 
And now, my venerable auditors, judge between. 
me and the unbeliever. Ye have heard the evidence ; 
What think ye of Chriſt ? Was he, as the apoſtle 
aſſerts, God manifelt- in the fleſh; or, as à mbdern 
ſkeptic has impivifly dared to affirm, the'ſon only of 
Joſeph and Mary] p. 15., 16. | 


Let us enquire to whom this appeal was made. 
The Lord Mayor, the Judges, the Aldermen, 
the Serjeants at Law, the Sheriffs, and City- 
Officers:* A company truly reſpectable ! But 
ſuch an one as reminds us, not of a congregation 
of private Chriſtians, aſſembled to worſhip God, 
and be inſtructed in his word; not of a college 
of apoſtles; nor of an eccleſiaſtical ſynod met to 
frame articles for a national church; but of © the 
« princes; the governors, and the captains, the 
_ « judges, the treaſurers, the counſellors, the ſhe- 
4 « riffs, and all the rulers of the provinces, who 
= tc came to the dedication of the image that Nebu- 
e chadnezzar the king had ſet up.” (Dan. iii. 2.) 
The orator appears to have perceived this re- 
ſemblance. For, as we ſhall ſoon diſcover, he 
imagines thoſe to whom he addreſſes himſelf, like 
the rulers of another Babylon, capable of ſu pport- 
8 | ing 


* Vote of thanks prefixed. 
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3 Ing any mode of worſhip the civil power link eſta« 
| bliſhed; of commanding that a furnace ſhould be 


heated one ſeven times more than it was wont; and 


that Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abednego, ſervants of 


the living and moſt high God ſhould be bound, and 
caſtinto the burning 1 furnace. If, indeed, theſe 
auguſt perſonages de as good judges of a ſermon, 
as of things which come officially before them, 
there is no doubt they perceived how the evidence 
had been tampered with; and, after all, came 


not up to che Point. 


I, from the tebimey that has now been Aland 


ye are convinced, that the divinity of Chriſt is clearly 
revealed in the ſacred records; are ſatisfied, that the © 


Scheme of man's redemption could ſtand conſiſtently 
only upon this great foundation, that Feſus Chriſt was 
God and man; and find that the philoſopher is foiled 
even upon his own ground, being not only a myſtery 
to himſelf, but alſo encompaſſed by a variety of won- 
ders, which he cannot poſſibly account for; you will 
then, in your reſpetirve ſtations, endeavour that my 
labour fhall not this day be in vain. As members of 
that church which God's own right hand hath planted, 
and whoſe intereſts are ſo cloſely connected with that 
of this country; that the ſame ruin which will over- 
whelm epiſcopal palaces, will, moſt probably, alſo 
bear. down thoſe of kings, nobles, and judges ; and 


Ering diſtreſs upon the community at large: You will | 


ſtand up for the purity of its doctrines againſt every 
gainſayer, and do your utmoſt to prote® it againſt its 


adverſaries of every denomination : being thus in- 


ftruments in the hands of God of fulfilling this promiſe 


of its great founder, © the gates 1 hell 1 not 1 85 


vail againſt it. M4 
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Permit me now to intreat your attention, as judges 
of a cauſe which ] have in hand againſt the corruptors 
of that faith, which was once delivered to the ſaints. 
The intereſts of tbe church and ſtate are in the con- 
Siitution of theſe realms ſo intimately connected, that 
the ruin of the latter will, moſt probably, follow 
that of the former. You therefore, who are appointed. 
guardians of the laws of the flats, will undoubtedly, © + 
for your own and the public ſafety, Iook with a jea- 
1} | lous eye upon every enemy of the church, but particu- 
= larly theje dating adverſaries, who endeavour to 
at  deftroy the chief corner Mone thereof, Sc. p- 1,2. 
Vide ſupra. 
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9 7 This is ſpeaking out. The civil magiſtrate ts 
* intreated, conjured, as the ſafety of the commu- 
nity is dear to him, as he is a member of the 
=. church of Chriſt, to commence a, perfecution. A 
_ few months before, our preacher was more diffi- 

dent. He was prompted by an equal degree of 

ſanguinary bigotry ; but he doubted the right of 
8 the magiſtrate to interfere in matters of religion. 
i= In a ſermon, preached by him, before the ſame 
= | audience, on the firſt Sunday in the preceding 
1 Eaſter Term, we read, p-. 9. And now, if 
ever, religion implores the magiſtrateꝰs aſſiſtance, 
* to maintain the honour of God and his truth, 
and ſtand up to execute judgment upon thoſe 
* impious mortals, who diveſt the great author 
6 
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and founder of our faith of his divinity, and 
reduce the creator of all things, to the condition 
of a creature. Pardon my zeal, ſhould it have 
. led me in this reſpect to overleap the magiſtrate”s 
on duty. I am not inſenſible, that it hath been 
= 5 « much 


„ 
much, and. Guat diſputed, whether magiſ- 
trates have any thing to do with the religious 
tenets and opinions of the ſubject: but, admit- 
ting they cannot puniſh, gratitude ſurely will 


lead them to diſcountenance, ſuch impiety; 
gratitude to him, who hath ſaid, ye are Gods, 


er, to conſult and guard his honour, who hath 


though the religious opinions of men ſhould not 
be under the juriſdiction of magiſtrates, yet I 
think it has been generally admitted, as an in- 
conteſtible point, that their irreligious actions 
© are properly within their cognizance, &c.? 

Whether, therefore, the magiſtrate has, or has 
not, a right to interfere with the religious opinions 
of individuals in the community, let the ſtatute. 
of William and Mary be enforced, Thanks to 
the forbearance of thoſe who are entruſted with 
the civil power, who are become wiſer than their 
teachers, and more charitable than the miniſters 
of che goſpel: this Baal, unto whom our mighty 
orator crieth aloud, after his manner, ſleepeth, 
and muſt NOT be "awakened, If, however, it 
ſhould be rouſed, not only Unitarians, but thoſe 
who declare there are two Gods, the one to be re- 
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conciled, the other to accompliſh what was neceſ- 


ſary for the purpoſe, will have cauſe to tremble.* 
Well betide the day in which Mr. Harriſon 1a. 
boured, it is to be hoped, in vain; as it was not 

= 2 in 
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* * By ſtatute ꝙ and ro W. III. c. 32. if any perſon edu- 


© cated in the chriſtian religion, or profeſſing the ſame, ſhall 
© by writing, printing, teaching, or adviſed ſpeaking, deny 


any one of the perſons in the holy trinity to be God, or 


© maintain that there are more gods than one, he ſhall un- 


'© dergo the ſame penalties and incapacities, which were juſt 


no mentioned fo be inflicted on apoſtacy by the ſa me 
: = Blackſtone iv. 50. 


will induce them, by every means in their pow- 


thus diſtinguiſhed and exalted. them, But, 
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in the Lord, nor à labour of love, to blow the 
_ trumpet for a perſecution! He may have been re- 
tained to plead this cauſe : but it is not the cauſe 
of Chriſt. Before they begin this good work, the 
| magiſtrates will conſider whether the church, they 
are to do their utmoſt to protect, be in truth the 
church which God's own right hand hath planted : 
whether the means recommended for its ſupport 
do not plainly indicate a conſciouſneſs, that it will 
receive no ſuccours from heaven. The church of 
Chriſt flouriſhed, and grew to eminence, not only 
without the aid, but in oppoſition to the temporal 
power. It is that of antichriſt which is advanced 
by the rulers of this world. The church of Chriſt 
is, in its principle, univerſal love, comprehenſion 
and forbearance; that of antichriſt, limitation, 
| hatred, and intolerance, The precepts of the 
former are, that we ſhould live ſoberly, righ- 
teouſly, and godly in this prefent world, lookin 
for the ſecond coming of our Lord and maſter : 
the doctrines of the latter are myſteries; and 
worldly ſplendor its expectation. ** Revelation and 
myſtery, lays a writer, are 1n their very natures as 
diametrically oppoſite to each other, as'light and 
darkneſs, Chriſt and antichriſt.“ In ſhort, the two 
ſocieties are no more the ſame, than the woman 
clothed with the ſun, and the moon under her 
feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve ſtars, 
(Rev. xii.) is the ſame with her, whom the prophet 
afterwards ſaw, (ch. xvii.) arrayed in purple; 
whoſe name was myſtery ; who was drunk with 
the blood of the ſaints, and of the martyrs of Je- 
ſus ; and was ſeated upon the beaſt, ſupported by 
the civil power, It is this latter community that 
is connected with the ſtate : the former admits no 
ſuch alliance, as being not of this world. - 


A farther | 


{- 69) 


A farther queſtion to be reſolved, is, whether 


the ruin of the ſtate will moſt probabiy follow that 
of the eſtabliſhed church ? whether the ſame 


ruin which will overwhelm epiſcopal palaces, will 


moſt probably bear down thoſe of kings, nobles, 
and judges, and bring diſtreſs upon the commu- 
nity at large? Were epiſcopal palaces to be over- 
thrown by an earthquake, moſt probably thoſe of 
our kings and nobles would be in danger, and the 
community much diſtreſſed. But if the progreſs 
of unitarianiſm be the only convulſion we dread, 
there is no great occaſion to be alarmed. Suppoſe, 
for a moment, that candidates for degrees, for or- 
ders, and inſtitutions, were to ſubſcribe nothing 
but a declaration of their belief in the ſcriptures; 
and the liturgy read in your churches, were ex- 
changed for the reformed one, according to the 
plan of Dr. Clarke; why ſhould this alteration 
be attended with greater ruin to epiſcopal palaces 


than has already overwhelmed them from the ſub- 


ſtitution of Tate's Pſalms for thoſe of Stern- 
hold? Why might not biſhops continue to fill the 
office preſcribed them by St. Paul; (1 Tim. iii. 2. 
Tit. i. 7. compare 2 Cor. iv. 4 — 10, with Rev. 
xviii. 11-19) diſcharge every part of their duty, 
which belongs to them as paſtors and overſeers of 
a chriſtian flock; and even exerciſe their rights as 
—— peers ? Is it to be credited, in theſe en- 
lightened times, that the repeal of the teſt-a& 
would affect the ſucceſs of our fleets and armies ; 
make our officers leſs gallant ; and diſpoſe our 
men to mutiny and deſertion ? Does the ſtrength 
of the Tower of London depend on the act of 


uniformity ; or would Windſor caſtle moulder in- 
to duſt, if the ſtatute of William and Mary no 
longer diſgraced our proteſtant country? Foreign 


trade, I warrant, cannot ſubſiſt without your 
Canons z nor could the ſupplies be raiſed with- 


out 


( 54 ) 


out the book of homilies, Let the revenues of 
eccleſiaſtics remain as they are at preſent; and 
let them be an imperium in imperio, as long as the 
ſtate ſnall think fit to endure them: but let them 
not be conſidered as neceſſary to the welfare of the 
ſtate, from the ſupport they give to the chriſtian a 
religion. They are no more connected with the 
genuine goſpel than the Eaſt India Company. 
Let them not be ſuffered to pillage and impriſon 
thoſe who have ſenſe and integrity to declare their 
ſentiments. This is the only method by which 
their exiſtence can probably affect the community. - 
If they be permitted to perſecute their fellow-ſub- 
ʒjects, they may give birth to ſuch retorts, as may , 
ſhake to its center the civil authority that is mad 
enough to forbear ſuppreſſing them. Believe me, 
it is not any ſyſtem of chriſtianity, as eſtabliſhed 
by human laws, againſt which we are aſſured, the 
gates of hell ſhall not prevail. The ruin of thoſe 
wretched compounds of tyranny and falſehood, 
throughout Europe, we ſee every day approaching; 
and their utter ſubverſion will ſerve hereafter as an 
5 proof of the truth that was in Je- 
us. 
Such is the diſcourſe, the excellent Armes, 
which Mr. Harriſon in the year 1788, the cente- 
nary of the glorious revolution, had the courage 
to deliver, in the metropolis of the kingdom, be- 
fore the chief magiſtrate, and a venerable aſſem- 
bly of judges and lawyers; ; to print it, and diſ- 
perſe it for their private medirationsf. Whether 
he has more inſulted their underſtandings, or 
outraged their feelings, I will not determine. 
Suffice it for me, my friend, to deelare, that I 
< have long looked on liberty of conſcience as one 
of the rights of human nature, antecedent to ſo- 
: < ciety, which no man could give up, becauſe it 
| : © Was 
Vote of thanks prefixed. 1 Ibid. 
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© was not in his own power: and." our ſaviour's 


rule of doing as we would be done by, ſeemed 
to be a very expreſs deciſion to all men, who 


« would lay the matter home to their own con- 
* ſcience; and judge, as they would willingly be. 


« judged by others*; In conſequence of this, I can- 
not but regard with abhorrence, not the perſon, 
but the principles of a man, who can ſo far forget 
his character of a miniſter_of the goſpel of peace; 
of a religion, which was to annihilate all diſtinction 
between jew and gentile, and admit only one 
hope, one Lord, one baptiſm, ovE Gov, and Father, 
of all; as to intreat and implore, that thoſe of his 


fellow chriſtians, who, though they interpręt not 


the ſcriptures in the manner that he does, yet have 
the ſame veneration for tbem, and pay the ſame 
ready obedience, .in ciyil matters, to the laws of 
his country, with himſelf, —ſhould be proceeded 
againſt with all the rigor preſcribed by an unchriſ- 


tian act of parliament, in which the legiſlature - 


arrogated powers that belong ſolely and exclu- 
ſively to Chriſt, as delegated by the Moſt High- 
eſt, However we may continue, my friend, to 
differ upon theſe ſpeculative topics, I ſhall uſe 


my utmoſt endeavours that our mutual -regard - 


| ſhall not be abated; for I have ſo learned Chriſt, 
as to be convinced, that THE END OF THE COM- 
MANDMENT 1S CHARITY, OUT OF A PURE HEART, 
AND OF A GOUD CONSCIENCE, AND FAITH UN- 


FEIGNED. 


- 


1 am, with the moſt ſincere affection, 


and trueſt cordiality, 


r he FED 
6 JU 65 Yours, &c. 
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